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IL. A Difconrfe concerning the Large Horns
frequently found under Ground in Ireland,
Concluding from them that the grest Ame-
rican Deer, call'd a Moofe, was formerly
common in that Ifland : With Remarks on
fome: other things Natural to that Country.
By Thomas Molyneux, M. D. Fellow of
the King and Queens Colledge of Phyficiang
in Treland, and of the Royal Society in
England.

Hat no real Species of Living Creatures is (o

utterly extind, as to be oft entirely out of the
World, fince it was firft Created, is the Opinion of
many Naturalifts ; and ’tis grounded on fo good a
Principle of Providence taking Care in general of all
its Apimal Produ&ions, that it deferves our Affent.
However great Viciffitudes may be obferved to attend
the Works of Nature, as well as Humane Affairs ;
fo that fome entire Species of Animals, which have
been formerly Commion, nay even numerons in cer-
tain Ccuntries ; have, ia Procels of time, been {o
perfe@ly loft, as to become there-utterly umknown ;
tho at the fame tims it cannot be denyed, but the
kind has been carefully prelerved in fome other part
of the World.

Of this we have a remarksble Example in Jre-
land, in amoft large and ftately Beaft, thatundoubted-
ly has been frequent in this Kingdom., tho’ now clear-
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Iy extin@ ; -and that {o many Ages paft, as there re-
mains among us not the leaft Record in Writing, or
any manner of Zradition, that makes fo much as men-
tion o, its Name ; as that rnoft Laborious Inquirer in-
to the pretended Ancient, but certainly Fabulous Hi
fory of this Country, Mr. Roger O Flaherty, the Au-
thor of Ogygia, has lately informed me.

What Difcoveries therefore we make of this Crea-
ture, we can only have from thofe Joofe parts of it we
find dug out of the Earth by Accident, preferved there
fo many Ages from Corruption, by lying deep and
clofe under ‘Ground , whilft harder and of themfelves
more durable Bodies, moulder away and perith, by
being expofed to the various Changesof the Air, and
repeated Injuries of the Weather.

By the Remains we have of this Animal, it appears
to have been of the Genus Cervinum or Deer Kind, and
of that fort that carrics Broad or Palmed Hornes ,
bearing a greater affinity with the Buck or Fallsw Deer,
than with the Stag or Red Deer, that has Hornes
round and branched, without a Palme: ThisI lately
obferved, having an opportunity of particularly Ex-
amining a compleat Head, with boih its Horns entirely
perfe, not long fince dug up, given te my Brother
William Molyneux, asa Natural Curiofity, by Mr. Hen-
ry Osborn , thatlives at a place call’d Dardiftown, in
the County of Meath, about Two Miles from Drog-
keda, who writ him the following Account of the man-
ner and place they were found in.

I have &y the Bearer fen: the Head and Elorns I
promifed you ; this is the third Head I have found
by cafual trenching in my Orchard ; they were all dug up

withip
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within the Compafs of an Asre of Land, and lay abour
four or five Foot wnder Ground, in a fort of Boggy Soil.
The firft Pitch was of Earth, the mext two or three of
Turff, and then followed a fort of white Marle, where
they were found : They muft have lain there feveral Ages,
20 be fo deep enterred. (Thus far Mr. Osborn.)

I took their Dimenfions carefully as follows ; from
the extreme tipof the right Horn, to the extreme tip
of the left, as expreft in the annext Table, Figure the
xft. by the prick’t Line 4. B. was ten Foot ten Inches
from the tip of - the right Horn, to the Root where it
was faftned to the Head, Expreft by theLine €. D. five
Foot two Inches from the Tip of the higheft Branch
(meafuring one of the Horns tranfverfe, ordirectly
acrofs the Palme) to the tip of the loweft Branch,. ex-
preft by the Line G.F. Three Foot Seven Inches and
a Half. The length of one of the Palms within the
Branches, expreft by the Line G. AH. Two Foot Six
Inches : The breadth of the fame Palm, ftill wichin
the Branches, expreft by the Line 7. £. One Foot Ten
Inches anda half: The Branches that fhot forth round
the edge of each Palm, were Nine in Number, befides
the Brow-Antlers, of which the right Antler, expreft
by theLine D. L. wasa Foot and Two Inches in length,
the other. was much fhorter: The Beam of each Horn at
{fome diftance from the Head, where ’tis mark’d M,
was about Two Inches and Six tenths..of an Inchia
Diameter , or about Eight Inches in Circumference;
at the Root where it- was faftned to the Head, about
Eleven Inches in Circumference. The length of the
Head, from the back of the Skull to the tip of the
Nofe, or rather the extremity of the upper Jaw-bone,
expreft in the Figure by the Line N.O. Two Foot,
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the breadth of the Skull where lafgeft, mark’d by
the Line P. 2. was a Foot.

The Two Holes near the Roots of the Horns , that
look like Eyes were not {0, (for thele were placed on
each fide the Head in Two ample Cavities, that.could
not be well expreft in the Figure) but were large
open Paffages , near an [ach in Diameter in the
Forehead Bone, to give way to great Blood-veflels,
that here iffue forth trom the Head, and pafs between
the Surface of the Horn, and the {mooth Hairy Skin
that Covers them whillt they are growing, (which is
commonly call'd the Pelvet) to fupply the Horns
with {ufficient Nourithment, while they are {oft, and
till they arrive at their full Magnitude, {0 as to become
perfe&ly hard and [olid. Zkefe Veficls, by reafon of
their largene(s and great turgency of the Humor in
them 5 whilt the Horn is iprouting and pliant, make
deep and conlpicuous furrowsall along the outfide of
it where they pafs; which may plainly be feen after the
Horn is bare and come to its full growth; at
which time all thefe Veins and Arteries, with the out-
ward Velvet Skin, drying by the Courfe of Nature,
fhrivel up and feparate from the Horn, and the Beaft
affects tearing them off in great firipes againit the Bows
of Trees, expofing his Horns naked, when they are
throughly ‘hardned, without any Covering at all.
ThisI gather,by whatRemarksI have made on the Skulls
of cther Deer, and what I have obferved concerning
the growth of thefe fort of Horns in Animals of the
like kind, tho’ not in this particular fort of Crea-
ture.

The Figure T had exa@ly taken by a skilful Hand, to
thew truly the right fhape and fize of thefe kind of
Horns
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Horns we o commonly find here under Ground in
Ireland ; and have likewife added a Draught of a pair
of common Stags Horns, expreft Figure the 2d. and
another of a pair of common Bucks Horns, expreft
Figure the 3d. all done according to the fame Scale ;
that by this means, at one and the fame time, may
appear the grand difproportion between thefe forts of
Heads, and alfo the difference and agreement in their
Shape. (See the Table.)

Such then were the vaft Dimenfions, according to
which the lofty Fabrick of the Head and Horns of
this ftately Creature was Builc ; and doubtlefs all the
reft of the parts of its Body anfwered thefe in a due
proportion.  So that fhould we compare the faireft
Buck with the Symetry of this mighty Beaft, it muft
certainly fall as much fhort of its Proportions as
the fmalleft young Faws, compared to the largeft
over-grown Buck.

And yet tis not to be queftion’d, but thefe fpacious
Horns, as large as they were, like others of the Deer
Kind, were naturally caft every Year, and grew again
to their full Size in about the Space of Four Months:
For all Species of Deer, yet known, certainly drop
their Horns yearly, and with us ’tis about March, and
about Fuly following they are full fumm'd again. Of
which ftrange Appearance in Nature, the learned Gerrar.
dus Fobannes Voffus making mention in his excellent
Book De Idololatrik, Lib. 3. Cap. 57 hasthefe Words:
Ponam inter Nature maximé admiranda breviculs adeo
Tempere tam folida durag; tante Molis Cornua enafcz ().

(2) Thatis, I.fhall reckon it among the moft wonderful Works of

Nature, that Horns {o hard and folid, and of fo great a Bulk, fhouid grow
up in fo fhort a time,
And
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And the inquifitive Ttalian Philofopher, Francifeo Red:,
in his Experimenta circa res Naturales, &¢. on the fame
©ccafion exprefles himfelf thus: Maximd profeito ad-
miratione dignum eft tantam Molem Cornuum & Ramorum
tam brevi tempore gaotamnis remafci & crefcere (),
And if thefé judicious Perfons were moved thus with
Admiration by confidering only the yearly Falling and
fudden Growth of thefe {maller Horns of Bucks and
Stags, with which alone they were acquainted, what
would they have thought, had they known of thefe
valt and ftupendious Productions of Nature in the fame
Kind.

As there feems to me no fmall Affinity or Agreemens
in the Sprouting forth, and Branchisg cf Deers Horus,
with the way of Growth in Vegetables ; {o I conceive
likewife the conftant yearly dropping of them, to pro-
ceed much from the fame Caufe, that Trees annually
caft their ripe Fruit, or let fall their withering Leaves
in Autumn: that is, becaufe the nourifhing Juice, fay it
is Sap or Blood, is ftopt and flows no longer; either
on the account ’tis now deficient, being all {pent, or that
the cavous Paflages which conveigh it,dry upand cools ;
fo as the Part having no longer any Communication
with, muft of neceffity by degrees {ever from the Whole;
but with this Difference, that Horns by reafon of their
hard Material and ftrong Compofition, flick faft to the
Hesad by their Root, Seven or Eight Months after ali
their Nourifhment perfeély retires; whereas Leavesand
Fruit, confifting of a much mere tender Subftance and
a finer Texture of Parts, drop fooner from their native

(€b) Thatis, Truly it deferves our greateft- Wonder that fo jarge z
Bedy of Horns and Branches fhonld fprout up in fo fhort a time, and be
wenewed every Year,

Beds
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Beds where they grew, when once the Supply of ufual
Nourifhment is ftopt; this Analogy that Nature ob-
ferves in cafting the Horos of Beafts and dropping the
Fruit of Trees, will appear much more evident to any
one that will obferve the end of a Stalk, from which
a ripe Orange or any fuch large Fruit has been lately fe-
verd, and the Butt end of a caft Horn where it faften’d
to the Os Frontis : for by comparing them together, he
fhall find fo great a Congruity in the fhape of both,
that ’twill be apparent Nature works according to the
fame Mechanifm ia one as in t'other.

Dilcourfing one Day with his Excelency the Lord
Capell, then one of the Lord Fuftices of Ireland, an ex-
perienc’d and accurate Obferver of the Works of Nature,
I chanced to meation thefe Large Horns: Hewas very
earneft to fee them, and fo mightily furpris’d at the
fight of their extraordinary Bulk, that my Brother
thought fit to make a Prefent of them to his Lordthip,
which he obligingly accepted ; refolving to fend them
over, as he faid, to his Majefty King Wiliam.

Such another Head, with both the Horns intire was
found fome Years fince by one Mr. #an Delure ini the
County of Clare, buried Ten Foot under Ground in a
fort of Marle, and were prefented by him to the late
Duke of Ormond, thenLord Lieutenant of Ireland, who
valued them (o highly for their prodigious largenefs,
that he thought them not an unfit Prefent for the King,
and {ent them for England to King Charles the Second,
who ordered them to be fet up ia the Horn-Gallery at
Hampton-Court ; where they may flill be fen amorg
the reft of the large Heads both of Stags and Bucks
that adorn that Place, but thisfo vafily exceeds the lar-
geft of them, that the reft appear to lofe much of their

Curiofity
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Curiofity by being viewed in Company with this; I
am lately informed, thefe with the other Heads are
fince removed to the Guard-Room out of the Horn-
Gallery.

In the Year 1691. Major Folliot told me, that dig-
ging for Marle near the Town Ballymackward, where
he lives, not far from Ballyfhannon in the County of
Fermanagh, he found buried Ten Foot under plain folid
Ground, a Pair of thefe fort of Horns, which he keeps
{till in his Pofieffion.

Inthe Year 1684. there were Two of thefe Heads
«dug up near Zurvy, the Manfion Seat of the Lord Bar-
nevall, within Eight Miles of Dublin ; that which was
moft compleat of the Two was fixt over the Chimney
in the Publick Hall ; and there ftill remains as anancient
and lafting Curiofity to future Ages.

Not long fince, a-Head of this Kind with its Horns
was found near Portumny, the Houfe of the Earls of
Clanricard, feated onthe River Shannon, in the County
of Gallway, where itis carefully preferved, and ftill ad-
mired by all that view it.

Such a Forehead with Two extraordinary Beams of
thefcKind of Horns,may be now feen faftened agaisift one
fide of the Common Hall of his Gra~e Michael Lord
Archbithop of Adrdmagh’s Houfe here in Dublin; they
are both imperfect and want their Palmes, yet by the
vaft thickne{s and length of the Beams, 1 judge when
entire they much exceeded the Size of thofe I have gi-
ven the Dimenfions ofsmbove. The Primate told me,
they were fou..d fomewhere in the Province of 2iffer,

and
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and prefented to the Earl of Effex, then Goverror of
Ireland, who gave them his Grace,

To thefe I thould add many more Inftances of the
like, as thofe’ found by the late Lord Mountjoy, -near
his Houfe at:Newtown-Stewart ; and thofe kept at
Stockalles in the County of Meath, for to my Know-
ledge within lefs than Twenty Years, above Twenty,
I might fafely fay, Thirty Pair of thefe fort of Horns
have been dug up in feveral places of this Country, all
found by Accident; and we may. well fuppofe vaft
Numbers ftill remain undifcovered, but to mention any
more of them particularly would be tedious, and to lit-
tle purpofe, fince thefe may fuffice plainly to fhew,
this Creature was formerly Common with us in Freland ;
andan Indigenous Animal, not peculiar to any Territory
or Province, but univerfally met with in all parts of
the Kingdom.

For if we draw a Line through the feveral Places of
this Ifland where thefe Heads have been found, wiz:
the County of €lare, the County of Dablin; and the
County of Farmanagh, omitting thofe other parts T
have mentioned, we fhall make a Triangle whofe
fhorteft Side will be in length above an Hundred Englith
Miles, which is near as large a Figure of this Sort, as
we can well defcribe in the Map of Ireland.

And befides, we may reafonably, I think, gather ;
That they were not only common- in this Country, but
by what Mr. Osbers mentions in his Letter to my Bro-
ther, That they were a Gregarious. Animal, as the Na-
turalifts call them, or fuch a fort of Creature as affe&
naturally keeping together in Herds ; as we fee the Fal-
Jow Deer with us, and as ’tis reported of the Elches in

Eece. Swedesy
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Sweden, and the Rain Deer in the Northern Countrics
of - Europe ; for otherwife we cannot eafily fancy it
fhould happen, that Three of their Heads thould be all
$ound within the narrow Compafs of one Acre of Ground.

That thefe and {evers! others, and indeed I think I
may fay, all that T have been particulariy informed of,
though dug up in far diftant Places of Zreland, fhould
be conftantly found buried in a Sort of Marle, feems to
me to intimate, as if Marle was only a Soil that had
been formerly the. Ostward Surface of the Earth, but
in procefs of Time, being covered by degrees with ma-
ny Layers of Adventitious Earth, has by lying under
Ground a certain Number of Ages, acquired a peculiar
Texture, Confifience, Richnefs, or Maturity that gives i
the Name of Marle. For of neceflity we muft allow
the Place where thefe Heads are now found, was cer-
tainly once the external Superfice of the Ground;
otherwife ’tis hardly poffible to fuppofec how they
thould come there.

And that they fhould be fo deep buried as we at pre-
fent find them, appears tc have happen’d, by their ac-
cidentally falling where it was foftilow Ground ;o that
the Horns by their own confiderable Gravity might
eafily make a Bed where they fetled in the yielding
Earth ; and ina very long Courfe of Time, the higher
Lands being by degrees diffolved by repeated Rains, and
wafht and brought down by Floods, covered thofe Pla-
ces that were fcituaced lower with many Layers of
Farth : For all high Grounds and Hills, unlefs they
confift of Rock, by this means naturally lofe-a littie
every Year of their Height ; and f{omerimes fenfibly
become Icwer even in one Age ; of which we may fee
feveral fazistactory Inftances related by Dr, Plozt in his

Natural
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Nataral Hiftory of Staffordfbire, Chap. 3. Page x113.
as for all fuch Heads that might chance to fall on high
or hard Grounds, where they could not poffibly be co-
vered or defended, thefe muft of neceficy ror, perifk,
and be deftroyed by the Weather : And for this Reafon
it is, that never any of thefe Horns are difcovered in
fuch fort of Ground, but always in a Iight Soil, and
in fome low Part of the Country.

By what means this Kind of Animal, formerly fo
common and numerous in this Couantry, fhould now
become utterly loft and extin&, deferves our Confide-
ration : and feeing it is O many Ages paft, that we
have no manner of Account lelt to help us in our En-
quiry, the moft we can do in this Matter is to make
fome probable Conjectures about it ; 1 know fome
have been apt to- imagine this like all other Animals
might have beeen deftroyed from off the Face of this
Country by that Flood recorded in the Holy Seripture
to have happened in the the time of Noah; which I
confefs is a ready and fhort way to folve this Difiicul-
ty, but does not at all {atisfy me: For (belides that
that there want not Arguments, and fome of them not
eafily anfwer'd, againft the Deluge being Univerfai)
if we confider what a fragil, flight and porous Sub-
{tance thefe and the Horns of all Deer are, we can’t
well fuppofe they could by any means be preferv’d en-
tire and uncorrupt from the Flood, now above Four
Thoufand Years fince; and I have by me {ome of the
Teeth, and one of the lower Jaw-bones of this Crea-
ture fo perfe@, folid, ponderousand freth, that no one
that fees them can pofibly {ufpect they could have been
in nature {o many Ages paft: And therefore it {tems
more likely to me, this kind ¢f Asimal might become
extin@ here from a certain ill Confiitution of Air ia

Eecee 2 {ome
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fome of the paft Sealons long fince the Flood, which
might occafion an Epidemick Diflemper, if we may (o
call it, or Peftilential Murren, peculiarly to affe this
fort of Creature, fo as to deftroy at once great Num-
bers of ‘em, if not quite ruine the Species.

And this is not fo groundle(s an Affertion as at firft
it may appear, if we confidet this Ifland may very well
bz thought neither a Country nor Climate fo truly
proper and natural to this Animal, as to be perfectly
agreeable to its temper ; fince for ought I can yet learn
it neither is,nor ever has been an Inhabitant of any of the
adjacent Kingdoms round abour us.  And befides, the
Zhree Heads above mentioned, found fo clofe to one
another in the County of Meath, and the Two near
Turvy, feems not a lictle to countenance this Opinion ;
as if thefe Animals dyed together in Numbers, as they
had lived together in Herds.

To this purpofe I have met with a remarkable Paf.
fage in Scheffer's Defeription of Lapland, Chap. 28.
{peaking of the Cervus Rangifer, an Animal that agrees
in Kind with ours, though it be a quite different Sors
of Deer, he fays that whole Herds of them are often
deftroy’d by a Raging Diffemper common among them;
thefe are his Words: Eff & Morbis fuis genus hoc 0b-
noxium qui fi ingruant Gregem totum fobent pervagare &
ad necem dare ; qua de re Jobannes Bureas ita habet in
Schedis (uis, folet interdum Rangiferos morbus quidam
velut Pejtis invadere fic ut moriantur omnes Lappog;
compellatur wovos fibi comparare Rangiferos (c). By

(c) That is, this Kind of Creature is likewife fubjet to its Difeafes
which if they feize a Flock, goes through them all 5 concerning which
Fohannes Bureus has it thus in his Papers; f{ometimes a fort of Difeafe af-

ter the manner of a Plague, affeCts the Rain Deer, fo as they all dye, and
the Laplander is forced to fupply himf:lf with new Rain Deet.

.
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which we may fee what we conje®ure in our Cafe, is

not meer Suppofition, but certainly happens elfewhere
to Animals of the like Kind.

But fince we have an Inftance of fo deftrultive a
Mortality among Beafls as quite to extinguith a2 whole
Species at once, we may think fome might have efca-
ped the Common Calamity ; but thefe being fo few in
Number, I imagine as the Country became peopled,
and thickly inhabited ; they were foon deftroy’d, and
kil’d like other Venifon as well for the {ake of Food as
Maftery and Diverfion. And indeed none of thefe Ani-
mals by reafon of their Stupendious Bulk and Wide
Spreading Horns could peflibly lye theltered long in any
Place, but muft be foon difcevered, and being fo con-
{picuous and heavy were the more eafily purfued and
taken by their numerous Hunters, in a Country all en-
vironed by the Sea: For had they been on the wide
Continent they might have fared better, and fecured
themfelves and their Race till this time, as well as others
of the fame Kind have done elfewhere. Of which
more hereafter.

Or had thofe Barbarous Times been capabie of taking
Care for the Prefervation of this {tately Creature, our
Country would not have entirely loft fo fingular and
beautiful an Ornament : But this could not be expeéted
from thofe favage Ages of the World, which certainly
would not have {pared the reft of the Deer Xind, Stags
and Hinds, Bucksand Does, which we-ftill have ; but
that thefe being of much {maller Size, could fhelter
and conceal themfelves eafier under the Covert of
Woods and Mountains, {oas to efcape utter Deftru&ion.

And
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And here I cannot but obferve, that the Red Deer
in thefe our Days, is much more rare with us in fre-
land, than it has been formerly, even in the Memo-
ry of Man: And tho’ T take it to be 2 Creature, pa-
turally more peculiar to this Country then to Esgland,
yet unlefs there be fome care taken vo preferve it 1 bes
lieve in procefs of time this Kind may be ioft alfo,
like the other fort we were now {peaking of.

it remains we fhould fay fomething concerning the
Proper Name of this Arimal, and what Species of
Creature it was to which thef¢ ftately Horns tormerly
belonged. And 1 muft bere reeds own, that T have
not met to this Day with any Perfon, that has {pent
the leaft ferious thought concerning this matter. So
deftitute have we been in this Place of that inquifitive
Genius, that in thefe later Ages has fo much every-
where prevailed, in fetting the Minds of Men upon a
diiigent fearch after, and making curious and ufeful
Remarks, on all things that are truly the admirable
Workmantfhip of Nature.

I know they are vulgarly cali'd by ignorant Peo-
ple, nay, and fome of thelearned Pulgus in this Coun-
try, Elches Hornes ; and that they are {0, isan Opini-
on generally received, and fatisfies fuch as talk of
them Superficially, without further Enquiry ; and be-
caufe this is an Error that has fo Univerfally prevailed,
I fhall take the more pains particularly to Confute it,
and I hepe clear this point {o from all manner of doubs,
that for the future there fhall be no further queftions
made of it again ; the miftake, lam fatisfied, has on-
ly proceeded from hence, that we arein thefe parts
as great Strangers to that fort of Animal call'd the 4/-
che Elcke, or Elende , as weare to thisof our own

Country,
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Country,, knowing by hear-fay cnly, that ’tis a large
Beaft with big Horns; but unlefs we fhall give the
fame Name to Two Animals vaftly different, which is
Prepofterous and breeds Confufion, we muft not al-
low thefe Horns thould any longer pals under the Name
of Elches Horns.

I have fecn a Pair of genuine E/ches Horns brought
out of Swedeland, and they differed extremely, borh in
Figure and Size, from thefe we have now dfcribed :
they were abundantly {inaller; quite of another fhape
and make, not Palmed or broad at theend fartheft from
the Head as O«rs ; but on the contrary, broader te-
wards the Head, and growing {till narrower towsards
the Tips end, -the {maller Branches not iffuing forth
from both Edges of the Horns as in Oars, but growing
along the upper Edge only, whilft the other Verge of
the Horn was wholly plain without any Branches at all

And accordingly the faithful Gefner, in the firft Chap-
ter of his Book De Quadrupedibus, has given us the
right Defcription of them, where he exprefles the Fi-
gure of the Elche and its Horns apart ; and {peaking of
the Size of them, he (ays, Cormua finguia Libras circi-
ter Duodecem appendunt, longitadine fere duoram pe-
dum (d). Whereas the Horns we find here in Ireland
are near thrice that Length, and above double that
Weight ; though dry’d and much lighter from their be-
ing {o long kept : But I confefs, I tay, this only by efti-
mat2, not having an opportunity to weigh exactly a fin.
gle Horn by it felf, though V'm fure I can’t be muchout.

() Thatis, each Horn ‘weighs about Twelve Pounds, and was in Jength
alimoft Two Foct.

Moreover
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Moreover the Elcbe, as defcribed by Apollonius Me-
nabenus, who had feen many of them, is no larger than
a midling Horfe : thefe are.are his own Words, as quo-
ted by Aldrovandus : Habet hoc Animal craffitiem &
proceritatem mediocris & pinguis Equi (¢). And agree-
gble to this is the Relation given in the Memoirs of the
Parifian Anatomifts, who difie€ted one of them: Andl
remember Mr. Duncombe, then one of the Lords Jufti-
ces of Ireland, told me, when he wasEnvoy in Sweden,
he had feen there above a Hundred Elches together in
a Herd, and none of them aboveFive Foot high; and
if {0, we cannot imagine a Creature of thit {mall Size,
could poffibly fupport fo large and heavy a Head, with
fo wide and (preading a Pair of Horas as thefe we are
fpeaking of ; eonfidering that exa& Symetry, and due
Proportion of Parts, Nature obferves in the Formation
of all the larger and perfecter {ort of Animals.

We muft then look out, and try if we can difeover
among the various Species of Quadrupeds, fome other,
whofe Size and Defcription will better agree with this
aur Irifh Animal than that of the Elche does: And after
all our Inquiry, we certainly fhan’c difcover any one
that in all refpe&ts exa&ly anfwers it, fave only that
Lofty Horned Beaft in the Welt- Indies, calld, a Moofe.

This Animal I find defcribed by Mr. Jobn Foffelyn,
among his New England Rarities in thefe Words: Zhe
PMoofe Deer, common in thefe Parts, is a very goodly
Creature, [ome of them Twelve Foot high, (in height, (ays
another Author more particularly, From the 7oe of the
Fore-foot tothe Pitch of the Showlder, Twelve Foot ; in

_{¢) That is, this Animal is about the Height and Thicknefs of a mid-
ling Horfe,

s,
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its full growth much bigger than an Ox) with exceeding
fair Eorns with broad Palms, fome of them Two Fathom
or Twelve foot from the Tip of one Horn to the other.
That is, Fourtcen Inches wider than Oars was.

Another thus defcribes the Manner of the Judians
Huntiag this Creature = They commonly hunt the Moofe,
which is a kind of Deer, in the Winter, and runhim down
Jometimes in half, otherwhile a whole Day, when the
Ground is cover'd with Snow, which ufually lyes here Four
Foot deep; the Beaft, very heavy, finks every Step as be
rans, breaking down Trees as big as a Man's Thigh with
bis Horns , at length they get up with't, and
darting their Lances, wound it fo, that the Creature
walks heavily on, till tired and [pent with lofs of Rlood,
it finks and falls like a ruin'd Building, making the Earth
Jhake under it. Thus far what thele Authors fay of the
Moofe,

1 do not know any one that has yet cbliged the Pub.
lick by givirg an exact Figure of this ftately Creature,
which would be acceprable to the Curious, and very
well worth the while of {fome of thofe ingenious laqui-
rers that go into thofe Parts for the improvement of
Natural Hiftory : for I take it next the Elephant, to be
the moft remarkable Quadraped for its largenefs in the
World.- However, in the mean time, by the help of
the foregoing Accounts, we may eafily form tc our
felves a lively and jult Idea of its Figure and Size;
and if we compare the feveral Parts of thofe Diferipti-
ons, with the Beafts whofe heads are found here in Zre-
land ;. we fhall not have the leaft Reafon to queftion
but thefe vaftly large Zrifb Deer and the American Moofe,
were certainly one and the fame fort ¢f Animal, being
all of the Deer Kind, carrying the fame fort of Palmed
Horns, which are of the fame sz’ze and Largenefs as well

Fiff as
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as Figure ; and the Bulk of their Bodies correfponding
exactly in Proportion to the wide fpreading of their
Horns. So that we may fecurely afferr, that Mogfes
forinerly were as frequent in this Couatry, astbey have
them full in the Northern Paits of the Wef? Indjes,
New England Virginia, Maryland, Canada or New- France.

And lealt we may think this Animal peculiar o the
Continent, and not 1o be found in Jlands ; I lately mec
with a remarkable Paflage in Jobn de Laet’s French De.
Jeription of the Wejt Indies, that clearly thews the cog-
rrary 5 which, becaufe it likewife illufirates and con-
firmis what wes faid before, Vil fet down in his own
Words. Speaking of New-England, {ays he; I'l y a
ane certaine forte de Befte frequente en ces Pas que les
fawvages noment Mofe, dela grandur d'unTanreau, ayant
la Tefte d'un Dain, avec les cornes larges que muent tous
les anns. le Col comme-une cerf : il fe trouve une grande
quantite de ces animaux en une Ifle pres de la Terre Fer-
sme appelle des Anglois Mount Manfel, That is, There is
a certain. fort of Beaft common in tiis Conntry, which the
Javage Indians call a Moofe, as big as a Bull (he had not
feen 1 fuppofe rhole of the largeft Size) baving the
Head of a Buck, with broad Horns, which they caft eves
ry Tear, and the Neck of a Deer: there cre found alf
great Numbers of thefe Animals in an Wand near the € ox-
tinent call'd by the Englifs, Miount Manfell.

This may give us reafonable grounds to believe, thas
as this H{land of Mount Manfel! muft of nceeffity had fome
Communication with the Main Land of America, to
have been thus plentituily ftockt with this{ore of Beaft ;
{0 Ireland, for the fame Realon, muft in the many paft
Ages, long before the late Difcovery-of that New World,
iad {ome fort of -Interconrle with it likewife, (though

tis
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tis not ealy, Tacknowledge, for us at prefent to explain
how) for ctherwife I do not fce, how we can conceive
this Country fhould be fupply’d with this Creature, “that
for ought [ can yet hear, is'not.to be found in all our
Neighbourhood round about us, nay, perhaps in asy
other Part of Europe, Afta or Africa: And then’tiscertain
as Ireland is the lalt or mofi Weftern past of the 0Md
World ; {o’tisncareft of any Country to the mof Eaftern
Parts of the New-Canada, New-England, Virginia, &c.
the great Trat of Land, and the only one I yet know,
remarkable for plenty of the Moofe- Deer.

And we may obferve yet farther, That a {ore of Alli-
ance between thefe Countries of Jreland and the Weft- Iy-
dies, appears likewife in other things, of which they
partake both in common.- For as they on the Coaft of
New-England and the Ifland Bermudas gather confidera-
ble Quantities of Amber-greefe ; foon the Weftern Coaft
of Zreland, along the Counties of Sligo, Mayo, Kerry
and the Ifles of Arran they frequently meet with large
parcels of that precious Subftance, 1o highly valued for
its Perfume. In the Year 1691. Mr.Conflantine an
Apothecary of Dublin, fhewed me one picce of Amber-
greefe found neat Sligo, that weigh'd Fifty Two Oun-
ces ; he bought it for Twenty Pound, and {old it in Los-
don afterwatds for above a Hundred. On the cut-fide
’twas of a clofe compact Subftance, Blackifh and fining
like Pitch; but when it was cut the infide was more
porous, and {omething of a Yellowith Colour, not (o
Grey, clofe and {mooth as the cleaneft and beft fort of
Amber ; but like it, fpeckied with whitifh Grains, and
of a moft fragrant Sent; I have ftilla Piece of it by me,
that weighsabove Six Drams, with feveral Samples of
Three or Four other forts of Amber, all found on that
Coaft of Ireland ; fome entirely biack as Pitch, others
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of a perfect White Subftance, exa&ly an{wering the De-
fcrpticn of that {ort of dmber, Olaus Wormius menti-
ons in his Mufeum, Page 34. under the Name of 4m-
bree Grifex nondum mature.

Nor is the kind of Whale-Fifb that’s cften taken in
New England, and affords the true Sperma Ceti a Stran-
ger to the Coalt of Ireland that relpeCts America. This
we may properly, 1think, with Dr. Charleton, call the
Cetus Dentatus, from its large, {olid, white Zeezh, fixt
only ia the lower Jaw ; to diftinguifh it from that Spe-
cies that gives the Whale Bone, moft naturally named
by Ariffotle in his Hiftoria Animalium Myfticetus, from
its bearded, herny Lamine in the Roof of its Mouth:
of which kind likewife there have been Three or Four
firanded in my time; but on the Eaffern Coaft of this
Country that regards England.

This Cetus Dentatus is faithfully defcribed by Carolus
Clufius, in his Sixth Book of Exotics, Chapter the r7th,
under the Name of Cete, aliud admirabile ; and truly
figured by Fobnffonus in his Hiftoria Pifcium, Table
the 42d. and by Mr. Ray in his Zehthyographia, Table
the 1ft. but by both under the too general Name of the
Balena. There have been Three of this Kind taken to.
my Knowiedge, in the Space of Six Years, all on the
Weftern Coaft of this Country 5 one near Colerane, in
the County of Autrim ; another about Ship-harbour, in
the County of Domnegall ; anda Third in duguft, 1691,
Seventy one Foot long, exceeding that defcribed by
Clafius, Nineteen Foot, towards Baly-fbanson, where
Lough- Erne difcharges its Waters into the Weftern Ocean.

And then it was, I had an Opportunity of truly in.
formiog my felf what fort of Subftance Sperma Ceti s,
and
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and in what Part of the Whale *tis found : concerning
which Matter, Phyficians and Naturalifts have given the
World fuch various and falfe accounts; and ’tis trul
nothing elfe, but part of the Oyl or liquid Fat of this
particular fort of Whale ; which Oyl, at fieft when
confuied and mixe, thews it felf like a Whitifb Liquoar,
of the Conlfiftence and Colour of Whey 5 but lay’d by in
Veflels to fettle ; its parts by degrees feparate, that
which is lighter and fwims a top, becomes a clear Oyl
pellucid like Water, ferviceable foy all the ufes of com-
mon Train-Oyl, gotout of the Blubber of other Whales,
and that which {ubfides, becaufe ’tis heavier and of a
clofer Confiftence, candiestogether at the Bottom, and
is what is (old for Sperma Cetz, at Twelve Shillings the
Pound ; when ’tis throughly blanched and refined from
all its filth and the remaining parts of the Oyl, that
otherwife difcolours it, and gives it a rancid offenfive
Sent. Of this Subftance feveral Hundred Pound
Weight may be gotten out of one Whale, but the clean-
fing and curing of it is troublefom, and requires no {mal}
Arr, Time and Charge; which occafions the value of
that which is througly refined : The Fat of the*whole
Body affords it, but that of the FHead gives the great-
eft Quantity and pureft Sperma Cet.

I have fome reafon to believe to thefe Inftances of the
Moofe Deer, Amber-greefe and Sperma Ceti, of which
Ireland partakes more than any other Country of Ex-
rope from its Neighbourhood with the Northern America,
we may likewife add fome of our more rare Spontancous
Plants, becaufe they are found growing only in thofe
Weftern Parts of freland, and no where elf€ in this whole
Country,or any of the Neighbouring Kingdomsabout us.
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I fhall mention but Two or Three of many which I
have been told are peculiar to thofe parts, becaufe I am
not yet well affur’d of the certainty ol the others bein
{o: and thofe are the Arbatus five Unedo, or the
Strawberry Tree ; not to be found any where of Spos-
taneous Growth nesver than the moft Southern Parts of
France, Italy and Sicily ; and there too, ’tis never known
but as a Fratex ov Shrab: whereas in the Rocky Parts of
the County of Kerry avout Loughlane, and in the I{lands
of the fame Lough, whcre the People of the Country
call it the Cane Apple,, it flourithes naturally to that De-
gree, as to become a-large tall Zree.  Petrus Bellonius
1 his Firft Book of Osfervations, Chapter the 43d,
takes notice, it does o in Mount Arhes in Macedony ;
and Fuba is quoted by Pliny in the Fifteenth Book of his
Natural Hijtory, Chapter tae 24th, as mentioning a
thing extraordinary, for faying the Arbutus grows toa
high Tree in Arabia; the Trunks of thofe in Jreland
are frequently Four Foot and a half in .Circumference,
or Eighteen Inches in Diameter, and the Trees grows
to about Nine or Ten Yards in Height; and in fuch
pieaty that they now cut them down, as the chief Few-
el to melt and refine the Ore of the Sifver and Lead
Mine, lately dilcavered near the Cafltle of Rofs, in the
County of Kerry.

The other Plant T fhall.take Notice of is Cotyledon,
Sfrve Sedum ferratam Latifolium Montanum guttato flore
Parkinfeni & Raiz, vulgarly cal’d by the Gardners
London Pride : 1 {uppole becaufe of its pretty elegant
Flower ; that viewed near at hand and examined clofe-
ly, appears very beautiful, confifting of grear Variety
of Parts: The whole Plant is moft accurately defcribed
by that profound Naturalift Mr. Ray, in his Hiftoria
Plantarum, Page 1046, where {peaking of the Place

where
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where it grows, he has thefc Words: Planta in Fortis
noftris frequentiffima eff, ubi tamen Sponte oritur nobis
Nondum corfiat, eff autem proculdubio Montium incola (f).
Though he knew po certzin place where it grew Spon-
taneous, not having met with it in all his Travels; nor
any Author meationing its native Country, yet he
rightly conjectures “tis a Mountainous Plant, for it grows
plentitully here with us in Zre/and, on a Mountain call’d
the Mangerton'in Kerry, Six or Seven Miles over, and
reputed the highett in Zreland, Two Miles from the
Town of Killarny, and Four Miles from the Caftle of
Rofs: Here it {preads it {elf fo abundantly, asto cover
great part of the Mountain, and for as much as I un-
derfland, like the Arbutus, ’tis peculiar to this County
alone.

Whether both the foregoing Plants are truly Ameri-
can, 1 cannot at prefent determine, but this I know,
that Sabina Pulgaris, ot Common Savim is mentioned
by Mr. Foffelyn, 1n the Bock before quoted, as a Plant
common on the Hills of New-Eungland ; and [ have been
affured by an dpothecary of this Town, that he has ga-
thered Savin growing wild as a native Shrub in one of
the Iflands of Losgh-Lane, ir the County of Kerry; and
if fo, I have reafon to believe, that hereafter farcher Ine
quiry may add to thefe I have given, feveral other Ex-
amples of Things Natural and Common to that and
this Country.

But to leave thefe Digreffions and return to owr
Large Irifh Deer, which well deferves we thould affix
to it fome Characteriftick Note or Proper Name,

(f) Thatis, *tis a Plant common in our furdens; but where itgrows
naturally is not as yet known to us, but certainly 'tis an. Inhabitant of the

Nountains. where by
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whereby it may ftand ranged hereafter in its right Place
in the Hiftory of Animals : fince Nature her felf feems
by the Paft Magnitude and Stately Horns, fhe has. gi-
ven this Creatare, to have fingled it outasit were, and
fhewed it fuch regard, with a defign to diftinguifh ic
remarkably from the common Herd of all other {imaller
Quadrupeds.  Naturalifis have raisd much Dilpate,
what Beaft it truly is, that has had the Name. given ic.
by fome of them, of Animal Magnam ; Dodoneus, Me-
nabenus, and others, would have 1t the Elche ; Scaliger
would have it the Bifons of Pliny, whether ’twas one er
t'other, or neither, I fhan’t determine ; nor do I the
Jeaft fufpet that this ewr Awimal was meant by it;
however, for its goodly Size and lofty Stature, and to
retain fomething of an Old Appellation, I think it may
very well lay claim to it, and not improperly be calld,
Cervus Platyceros Altiffimus ; frve Animal Magnum Cor-
nibus Palmatis, incols Nove Anglie & Virginie, ubi
frequens, Moofe diftum.

WL Part of a Letter from Mr. Antony van
Leuwenhoeck, dated Apr.5. v697. giving
an Account of feweral Magnetical Experi-
ments’s and of one who pretended to cure or
caufe Difeafes at a Diftance, by applying a
Sympathetick Powder to the Urine.

Haive for many Years made divers Obfervasions.
about the Loadftone, but madeno Deduttions from
them but for fome Months laft paft, having Two -
Load-
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